THE THEORY  OF  GENRES              203

in the literary field, laws are entertaining, but futile. Quod non
erat demonstrandum?-

What conclusions can we draw from this rapid review?

Our minds are constantly torn between two tendencies, the
legalistic and the anarchistic. The first leads us to harden resem-
blances into identities, statistics into logic, customs and conven-
tions into laws. The rule must be definite and inflexible: as soon
as it is proclaimed, conformity is the highest merit, dissent the
unforgivable sin. The other tendency would have us reject
every form of organization and discipline, because not one of
them can be proved to possess absolute validity. Every manifes-
tation of life is unique, unpredictable, irrepeatable. No two
minds, and no two poems, can ever be identical. Where there is
no common measure, there is no possibility of law.

These modes of reasoning, or of unreasoning, have been car-
ried into other fields. Moliere railed bitterly at the doctors, who
killed their patients with a clear conscience, because they did so
according to the principles of Hippocrates and Galen. On the
opposite side, we have the declaration: "There are no sicknesses,
there are only sick people." Each case is an individual problem.
It is foolish to talk of fever and pneumonia, as though they
were goddesses of evil, with an existence of their own, swooping
down upon unfortunate mortals. Men do not have fever, any
more than poets write epics, "however much they may be de-
ceived by these false abstractions ; they express themselves, and
this expression is their only form."

We are not seeking a compromise between these two ex-
tremes. We stand resolutely against both, because they are one
and the same. They are two manifestations of a single spirit,

1 It seems that the earliest kinds were, first, wisdom literature (gnomic) :
proverbs, maxims, precepts, popular saws $T and second the commemorative
ritual^ a combination of pageant, dance, song and drama. The full conscious-
ness of individual selfhood, voiced in the pure lyric, is the conquest of an
advanced civilization. Perhaps a sign of decadence: Adolf Hitler and Jules
Remains would have us return to Unanimism: the supremacy of the collective
mind.